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An iplied Soviet Threat 
Spurred U.S. Forces "Alert 


Brezhnev Note on Acting Alone to Back 


Mideast Cease-Fire Led to Test of Wills | 
as 24-25, Washington Aides Say 


+ By DAVID BINDER" 
Sp SS zimes_ 


precaniionary: aloct! fi: ed 0 ‘said, ane: “formal 


States forces: around the world| by President Nixon haif‘an: hour 


yee i TC adie cat: aheak 3PM. 
: Od: The® text,” in* the] 
cading events: of: thats night— form:“of: a» message: from» Mr. 


many of. which ‘remain. masked | prezhnev; had been. delivered at| 
in’ secrecy —. shows’ that: the| shout. P.M. to: Secretary: of| 
note from the’:Soviet’ leader, ciate. Kissinger by- Ambassador] 
.|Leonid: I. Brezhnev; to: President AnatolyF:Dobryninennn| 
'|Nixon and. the alert:orderéd by]: “The- crisis that Mr; Kissinger]. - 
the Nixon Administration wereltaceq had’ been: building up for} 


only two of a. series’ of. firm] overay OaySec cess 

signals. exchanged. ina: compli-|- “On” Oct: 16, ‘Prethier: ‘Alekseil 

Sade test of. wills over thei ny Kosygin, on a hasty wit to 
») Mid € Baste Se Egypt,;. discovered. that. the} 


The ~ ~exchange ‘fasted more Egyptian: Army, “in. .contrast} 


then 12 hours,,according.40 Inet President Sadat’s~“boasts,} 


terviews - with. United’ States 
officials and. Soviet, Israeli and 
European. diplomats, but the 
{crucial exchange—~delivery ~ of 
the Brezhnev note. and ‘the: call- ; a ; 
ing of the alert—took place in of Suez, faced encirclement. by 
less than an hour, approximate- the Israelis as a. result of the 
ly between 10:40 and 11:30 P. M. vi. Continued on Page 17, Column 1 | 


uma 


was: near’a state “of collapse: 


Corps;.on the east bank of the} 


In: addition, the: Egyptian ~ III}. 


Suez Canal opposite the ‘city]- 
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implied oe real to U. S. ao 
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israeli crossing to the weste 
bank early that morning. ~ 
Mr, Kosygin returned to Mos- 


ow Oct. 19 urging that the! 


oviet Government press for-an 
mmediate - cease-fire. in: the} 


(Middle: East::war, which: was}, 


hen in its 14th day. Mr. Brezh- 
ev thereupon invited President}, 
tixon te’send Mr..Kissinger:to 


foscow, and: the: Secretary: ar os 


ived thesnest days: 

In sessions: Oct.; 20 and’ 
Ar, Kissinger: and. Mr. Brezhnev 
eached:e: ‘compromise. in which |¢ 
foscow: won: its: point: that:ne 
ime could:be lost in achieving} 

2 cease-fire: while the: Ameri- 
fans wons their. “point ofthat 
he cease-fire must beinked 
lo - negotiations between: 
hrabs:. and Israelis. 

The joint: ceases: p oposal 
hey agreed upon was:.adapted 
by the. United: Nations: Security|: 
ouncil’ ‘early. Oct, 22, and’ tHe 

> deuce’ ine plaées officiallyg went 
-$nto effect: about. 12 hours later. 
“| Mr, Kissinger stopped: in'-Is- 
ael on, ‘that™ day’ on his -way 


Corps: an. action ‘he heard about 
later; reportedly with great dis- 
may and a sense of betrayal. 
“While the Russians were said 
ta: have, ‘been. outraged. at what 
they: regarded, as. a. breach. . of 
theirs, Oct eek “understanding 
= ericans, they" also 
Jopportuns ta ‘es 


: tablish: a” Targe: Soviet. presence 
in the Middle’East-and they, re« 


partedly solicited President’ Sa- 
2a call for United)’ 

States’ and: Soviet troops, -f) 
A” United: States: official“ fa- 
miliar with “the-event’said ' the|; 
original: Brezhnev: “proposal ' on 
Oct. | 243 fory'a “joint < United! 
i peed force for the Mid- 


ments were ahead. ° 

Mr. Kissinger..was also get- 
ting: -what::he- later: déscribed 
age “puzaling’ ‘veports-from the} 


United” Nations: There the..So-| 


viet : representative, YakovsA. 
Malic’: bead shifted suddenly | fy 


die. East’: made «Mr. Kissinger) ~ 
apprehensive: that tougher mo-} 


{viet ‘alerts: before” ‘during. the é 


“When ae second Beeaincy| 


the new Eruce went. into eifect Oe iaeeaiiee 
Oct, 24—to' a-resolution au-} warning that the Soviet Union 
thorizing . an expeditionary|-“may:.be obliged to . consider 
force for ‘the Suez region, tojacting alone?” the: responsible 
a resolution authorizing a Unit- American. officials—~princi pall 
ae States-Soviet, expeditionary Secreta De 
orce:. A a Pb = 7 

The: Antellige 


< Kissinger’ Tand 
Stary 


ommunity,| of esinger-—put ‘that togethe: 
«electronic: intelligence, 
ae revidence. and: concluded “that 


the: Soviet. Union =was.: — 


drawing:: principally: on. elec=|.ith, 
beulargariae of. 


tronic; 


ee. eae kin 
“second: nate. and 


{ 


“ia; 


ight. lth > Sntellig ence... estimates, 
the eastern... Mediter-| «miter. ames apart,we. could 
fave ignored’ PE E 
"Ambassador: Dobrynin left tthe 
with Mr. kK 


cnatt i 


“Troop y) Monitore 


‘Electroni¢.isurveillance- had} the’ second: note: 
also: monitored: si g| Singer _ with 
seven: divisions: of. 


borne. ‘troops ary “of. S tate im- 


observed: piece had- Beare < 
ne Me, ~was: the: genesis. of" ‘the 


Middle. East. conflict; ” which United: States alert: 
began ‘Oct..8;"and more Soviet} President: Nixar remained in 
landing craft’ in the. region. So|charge’ throughout, his aides 
the activities of Saviet forces|say, but he was: also remote,| 
on Oct, 24 by themselves had {staying the: entire, night™in: his! 
caused no-undue alerm at the| White House apartment and-re-i. 
Defense Department, one of the ceiving the telephone messages} 
officrals said: -. - of Mr. Kissinger . and. Mr. - 
Still the Soviet Air Force had|Schlesinger. Mr.>:Nixon | em- 
pulled most of. its. large-trans-|powered them to. manage. the! 


ports back from Damascus and |crisis on their own, the Cabinet! - |- 


Cairo to their home: bases that} official said, leaving them to: 
day and some Pentagon official|conceive and carry out the 
interpreted this as’ a sign.that| various. moves. 


Moscow might use them to take{ Mr. Kissinger convened al 
Soviet troops, rather than So-'meeting of “what Mr. Schles~: 


Eos 
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inger Later termed “the abbre-! Security Council met at about 


viated National Security Coun-H11 P.M., and Mr. Kissinger and' “No, the alert itself was a siz- 
ie eee “aap: filed Mtr ; saber ee. agree: nal which we knew they would!Soviet Union to agree to a 1 
ia Gaited States military negnonec! get through their own Siectronic resolution in the peceery Cour s 
It was abbreviated in part| designed to persuade the Soviet| intelligence.” © ~~ . jcil setting up a peacé-keepipg 
because the chairman of what|Union against acting alone. Heightened United States:force for the disputed Supz 
had been a six-man panel, Presi-| The technical term for the/military activity could clearly region. 
lent Nixon, was upstairs. Mr.lalert is Defense Condition 3,|pe discerned through the amount Reply to Brezhnev Drafted 
jXissinger was there in his duallexplained by -a Pentagon. offi-;and nature of the radio traffic, eply aa 
‘capacity as Secretary of Statelcial. as- “an. order. to stand by|it was said. Bitte Finally, Mr. Kissinger draftbd 
and the President’s assistantl for further : orders :that.. may| Mr. Kissinger was busy, mean-|a ‘reply tothe last Brezhnbv 
for national security poh come.” It isan order any area|while,. one pares uot. aed ae Haat eeae Eat i 
Another chair was. empty be-| commander: can issue without|He. conferred -repeate y trom/would not tolerate-a unilateds 
lcause Spiro TE Agnew hatte. higher’ authority-if he feels his|the.outset..of the American- action. by. the::Soviet Unica 
Signed, and there was no. di-lforces may-be-threatened. . Soviet? exchanges... with .Israel’s'hoped. that Moscow would nbt 
lrector of the Office of Emergen-; Mr... Schlesinger is. said! to) Ambassador, Simcha Dinitz, ad-jtake that course, and. warntd 
\cy Preparedness: since Georgejhave. issued tat: 11:30 P.M.,lvising him of Soviet and: Unit-/that any such move would da 
A, eos. had.” retireds,.14 ae by hi aie au tie neryice ed sae Hore a sf the ett nee ene ee a : 
months before: < fae. }CMets: by Admiral Moorer..<) ' |-- About A.M. he to! e Brit-|¢ or joint:action in thé 
“Officially the. meeting. con- . While-the-service chiefs were|ish Ambassador, ‘the Earl: of|United Natiéns.<. ... = TT 
sisted of Kissinger,. Kissinger aware: of the: movements: ..of/Cromer,, ofthe: note and -the}- That done; accordingto 4 
ene a.council aide Soviet military, units, they were alert. ; Other : ‘members. of the aide, 2 weary: ee Kissingpr  } 
eee aa: | said: tor be so surprised: by thelNo Atlantic. Treaty: Organi-|waiked upstair$.and reportdd« 
Attending as: the intelligence diblomatie trecsaces that ee oe were inforinies. through) to- President. Nixon pb op-. 2 
adviser was William E. Colby,|sent an aide to. the. C.LA.and|the mechanism: of the North At-|tained his “ratification” of te 
Director of Central Intelligence,|the state: Department: to. seek/lantic Council. in Brussels, which| moves, including the- secowd 
[whose agency had played a ma-lfurther. word on Soviet’ inten-| was advised of the alert by the|note to Mr. Brezhnev. it’wds 
"missle crisis of 1962 and. wasj00 He apparently. returned AM. Sediages officials ey thelhed sha ne ee ee 
Row on the sidelines. Mr. Colby|""the Washington otder alerted| a's went out t0 the ailiance|had:been called, en 
“The Clas wees satan th|most: but, not, all United aa capitals mucty I later because of} At ‘His pews conference at 
; Peers igence: ob<|forces* The Coast Guard, withla fou -up-in the Brussels com-|noon, the Secretary pu icly rq@-- 
oie tee pene etal, air-sea. rescue system,|munication machinery. "--; |minded>Moscow that both. the 
‘agency, the National Security was. not brought in until 12 In retrospect, however, asso-|Soviet Union and. the.. Unite 
faaaecs snrisan ours-later.. Strategic: Air. Com-'ciates of Mr. Kissinger acknowl-|States -had -Muclear arsenals 
mand: tanker.” planes. hovering edge”. that: the. crisis-managers “capable . of annihilating. h jae 
“botched” .the-job of promptly|manity,” but that they also. hafi ” 


Vills, Capital A 


cy 


‘a United States_official said:| Through Mr. Scail, Mr. Ks 


‘singer was working to get the 


H 

oy 

i 

Be j 


y 


along. theUnited  States-to- 


. jisrael airlift route. were left in 
[their Middle’ Atlantic. patterns 


Attending as. the’ military ad: 


viser was. Adm. Thomas::H.| 
the Joint! 
nae the Pentagon about 1:30 A.M. to 


\Moorer; Chainnan of 
iChiets of Staff... : fe 
i Mr. Schlesinger had been told 
Of the second Soviet note by 
iAlexander M,.. Haig. Jr., - chief 


‘{rather’than sent north. for ‘pos- 


sible fueling’ of long-range. B-32 
bombers... Ai 
“Mr. Schlesinger returned: to 


bolster” the alert by ordering, 
the aircraft carrier John F. Ken- 
nedy from the Atlantic to the 


informing United: States: allies 
on the night’s actions, 

“We could have called up all 
the top allies,” said a ‘United 
States official: -“But it might 
have meant: delaying the alert.” 

Mr. Kissinger: was: also in 
touch with the United States 
delegate-to the United Nations, 
John A. ScaH, who had, just 


“a. special duty: to see to 
that confrontations: : are ket 
within bounds.” os 
An. hour. or so later, both: 
countries: joined -in: the 14:to-D 
vote by. which: the: United Na. 


peace-keeping ‘force excluding 
the major powers—a move tha 


lof the White House staff. He,|Mediterranean. with her A-4 


/ ; : been through some bruising ex- 
. jin turn, called Admiral Moorer,|fighter-bombers and telling the 


changes with Mr. Malik, 

The Soviet delegate had a 
cused the United States of al- 
lowing Israel..to- violate the! 


in effect brought the American i 

_ |Sovie texchanges to.an end. 
And in those exchanges, off - 

fictals. noted, the hot-line tele 


»General Haig functicned more|15,000-man 82d Airborne Divi-| 
‘aS a go-between’ than as alsion at Fort Bragg, N. C., to get 
" ‘member of: the decision-making! ready to board transport craft, 


+ meme 


group, aides said, . 
The abbreviated National 


Asked 
had been 


if the Soviet Union 
notified of the alert, 


cease-fire of Oct, 22 and make 
territorial. gains. - 


| 


(type machine - that: connect: 
Washington and. Moscow “wad 
never used, . 


: 
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E de-|view ee the ees in 


ie Neils een AL 


prey Se on - , = 
tn Rayon t vessel and anes fe oceans was. unloaded 


ber therp: 
owed sigus 0+ ithe ships. or whether 
“para | other evidence top 


ba Taigsiles to eye, and 


hat - thé. 2 Unite 
: picture 


Seud Missiles. 
Seen Under: 


Soviet Control 
CPYRGhithael Getler 


Washingtow Post Statt Writer 
The Soviet Union. prob-| 
ably did ship nuclear-weap- 
ons into Egypt. during. thel 
October Arab-Israeli-. waryl 
U.S. officials not believe: 


from” 
renee not: admit to: having— 


port 
gh some ‘ot the. sup 
5 eaguaent could cerry. sellule 


si These. odticials also: say the 


magetine rs ld eat 
_ Thes P ; ntentions be- 
lieved. to. be in. E, 


ey unde 


e weap nT yy = 
it x polanceto-elb-e 
‘5 ‘ace 


,| “Jericho” : 
ie range’ estimate 


Sa sgarance. apa 
ee ever 
en. it was. a 


> 


to bé-at lea 
a in: ‘muclea - War: 


one evidence that something 
ip there” enc : ‘more:. Wide 
qpread feeling “among: senior} 


ear weapons were shipped, : a 

Officials. say the United} : 

tates derected nuelear maa | 
Friat being carried: aboard | 
3 aviet MUaEy Supt 


ify itseli, this type of intorma.: 
neonclusive - beesuse i! 

e Soviet Navy, like the WS. 
“AVY, cacbics nuclear weapans. | 
But at least one of these | 
vessels reportedly did enter 
in Egypt. intelligence 


ces sav, however, tat this 
ee STOT EAR, ALG, Col. | 
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